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Leadership Notes by Lance Campbell

“But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in com-
plete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace
of giving.” -2 Corinthians 8:7

As | was eating a burger and milkshake (chocolate) at a local fast food restaurant the
other day, | watched a curious scene unfold. A father had just purchased a meal for his
son and they both sat down at a booth. The father nonchalantly reached over to take
one of the boy’s french fries. Quickly discerning his father's intentions, the boy grabbed
the carton of fries and pointedly informed his father, “No, those are mine!”

| don’t know what went through the father's mind as he absorbed his son’s rebuke, but
three thoughts came to me. One, the son doesn’t understand where french fries come
from. Two, he doesn't understand that his father could take all those fries from him or,
alternately, give him another hundred cartons of fries if he so desired. Three, the father
didn't really need the son’s fries since he could get his own.

Those same three thoughts can be turned into spiritual lessons. One, we often fail to
see where our things come from. Two, we frequently think that we are in full control of
our possessions and forget the sovereignty of God. Three, we think that what we have
is actually our own, and miss the fact that everything belongs to God.

The father in this story probably wanted a willing heart in his son more than he wanted
the boy’s french fries. The same holds true in our relationship with God. He wants our
willingness to see that He is our source, that He is sovereign, and, while He owns every-
thing, He wants us to be willing to give.

In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul commended the church in Macedonia. He wrote, For | testify
that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on
their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the
saints. What can we learn from a testimony like that? Give, not out of a sense of duty,
but out of a desire to please the One who gave Himself for us.

“Come, follow me.” Let's see where Jesus leads our church.
Blessings,

Lance
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Honors and Memorials

Budget:

**In Loving Memory of Ruth Rayburn. Given by Carl
& Stella Pennington.

**In Loving Memory of Frank Dixon. Given by Carl &
Stella Pennington.

**In Loving Memory of Hiram Adkins. Given by Carl

& Stella Pennington.

Building Campaign:

**In Loving Memory of Mary Moore. Given by Al &
Becky Gehringer

**In Loving Memory of Frank Dixon. Given by:

« Fred & Dana Hill

- Bill & Martha Rice

**In Loving Memory of Hiram Adkins. Given by:

» Steve & Darlene Meyers

- Al & Becky Gehringer

« Dick & Trish Wheeler

e Lou & Bev Moore

- Wesley Class

« John & Jil McClanahan

< Loyal Followers Class

**In Loving Memory of Hartley Flannery. Given by:
» Steve & Darlene Meyers

« John & Jil McClanahan

**In Loving Memory of George Lenning. Given by
John & Jil McClanahan.

**In Loving Memory of Emily Harrison. Given by
John & Jil McClanahan.

Costa Rica Farm:
**In Love & Honor of our grandson, Peter Ronay, on
his birthday. Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears.

Missions:

**In Love & Honor of Darlene Meyers on her birthday.

Given by Ed & Cheryl Spears.

Deaths

Mortgage Fund:

**In Loving Memory of Ruth Rayburn. Given by
Sam & Dody Greening.

*n Loving Memory of Frank Dixon. Given by Sam
& Dody Greening.

Music Fund:

**In Loving Memory of Bill Baker. Given by Jim &
Susan Ifert.

**In Loving Memory of Ruth Rayburn. Given by
Charles & Ella McKenzie.

Our Sister Church in Pital, Costa Rica:
**In Loving Memory of Frank Dixon. Given by Ed &
Cheryl Spears.

Prayer Garden:

**In Loving Memory of Hiram Adkins. Given by Bon-
nie Thom.

**In Loving Memory of George Lenning. Given by
Bonnie Thom.

Puppet Ministry:

**In Loving Memory of George Lenning. Given by:
< John & Lynda Cannon

- Fred & Dana Hil

« Carl & Stella Pennington
e Jim & Susan Ifert

e Sam & Dody Greening

e Lou & Bev Moore

» Steve & Darlene Meyers
» Bill & Martha Rice

- Harold & Jared Watson
« Joe & Carla Skaggs

« Wesley Class

- Rhonda Wallace

Our most heartfelt sympathy is extended to:

= Esther Flannery and family in the death of her husband, Hartley Flannery.
« Jack & Betty Nuckols and family in the death of her sister, Emilie Harrison.

- Family and friends of Ruth Fairchild.
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Thank You

Prayer

I would like to thank those of our
church family who supported us
during the extended illness and
death of my beloved George and our Father. We
appreciated the visits, cards and prayers. A special
thanks to all who provided food and to Jenny John-
son, Teddy Cole, Beth Schuler and Shelly Mounce
who served us after the service. It means so much
to know that there are those who cared.

A

Faye Lenning and family

Thank you for the kind and thoughtful expressions of
sympathy extended to me since the

recent death of my father, Hiram Adkins. Your
prayers, cards and memorial gifts were greatly ap-
preciated.

Janis Campbell

“The In Faith We Grow Capital Campaign” is now in
progress. Please be open to God in your prayers and
ask Lord, what would you have me to do for my
church?

God will lead us if we are open to Him in prayers and
daily Bible study.

Those who came before us were faithful and sacrificed
so that we might have a place to worship. Now it is
our time to do our part in the present and for the gen-
erations that will follow. This is an exciting

time! Please come along and join us as we grow.

For I know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon
me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart. Jeremiah 29: 11-13
South Ashland United
Methodist Prayer Team

South Ashland UMC Treasurer’s Report March 2008

Current Month Budget Items Specials Mortgage Totals
Beginning Balance $39,697.53 $57,121.24 $ 000 $ 96,818.77
Receipts 42,897.85 7,073.53 2,723.00 52,694.38
Disbursements (44,357.35) ( 9,647.90) (2,723.00) (56,728.25)
Transfer 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Closing Balance $ 38,238.03 $54,546.87 $ 0.00 $ 92,784.90
Year-to-Date
Balance 12/31/07 $ 53,867.95 $87,838.99 $ 000 $141,706.94
Receipts 119,392.21 15,136.23 6,228.00 140,756.44
Disbursements (135,585.50) (46,262.69) (6,228.00) (188,076.19)
Transfer 563.37 (2,165.66) 0.00 ( 1,602.29)
Closing Balance $ 38,238.03 $54,546.87 $ 000 $92,784.90




South Winds

Celehration!

Sunday, May 18, is a special day for our church. It's a
time to come together to celebrate our blessings.
The morning will start with the Sunday school hour
at 9:30. Traditional and contemporary services will
combine to worship in the sanctuary at 10:45. The
celebration will continue in the family life center
with an all-church dinner directly after the com-
bined services at twelve o’clock noon. The meal, ca-
tered by Laura, will consist of smoked pork loin,
stuffed potatoes, green beans, cole slaw, rolls and
red velvet cake for dessert.

We hope everyone will make plans to attend this ex-
citing time for our church as we grow in faith to-
gether!

Sunday, May 18, 2008

9:30 am Sunday School
10:45 am Combined Service in Sanctuary
12:00 noon All-church Celebration Dinner in FLC
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Costa Rica Mission Update

We are in the middle of our building campaign and it has made me think a lot about Costa Rica and our sister
church in Pital. This year we started a major renovation of the Pital church’s educational building. They had no
funds and no way to support this project—they simply relied on God to see this done. They had great faith that
this would happen. It was accomplished with your help and thru God'’s grace using our church as his hands in
Costa Rica.

I had the honor of speaking with Marion Woods and Pastor Wilbur from Pital last week. Marion did the trans-
lating as Wilbur told me of how well things were going in Pital and Garabito. In the past month there have
been over 50 men, women and children that have found our Lord thru his ministry. What a blessing for me to
hear this and report to you. Pastor Wilburn thanked all of you once again for the prayers and work we pre-
formed at his church.

Please remember Costa Rica and Pital when you pray and when you have any extra funds that you want to
give in memory or honor of someone, please think of these two ministries. The Costa Rica mission trip for
2009 will be January 31 thru February 8, 2009.

In His Love and Service
Eduardo Spears
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Children’'s &

| am writing to you the day before Kerri and | leave for Chicago for a children’s confer- @

ence. We are scheduled to attend seminars and classes. We will bring back a wealth of
information and an increased expertise. We intend to share our experience and educa- Efy
tion upon our return. Originally, | intended to share the conference results on May 3. |
am postponing that presentation so that we can activate and organize a Children’s Coun-
cil.

The purpose of the Children’s Council is to give guidance, organization, and direction @
to the Children’s Ministries. When we approach our children to teach and guide them
with the backing of a Council, we move with greater strength, specific direction, and uni- T
fied schedule.

| urge you to be in prayer for this Council. We may call on you to be a Children’s
Council member.

DATES:

JUNE 16-21
s ELEMENTARY CAMP 2 FOR RISING 5™ & 6™
GRADERS AT ALDERSGATE CAMP.
( HAVE YOUR APPS READY BY MAY 4 SO WE CAN GET
e A LIST OF CAMPERS. WE WILL CONSIDER APPS AF-
O®z> TER MAY 4. ITISNOTA
FINAL DEADLINE. SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE.

JULY 7-13
VBS-VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
PIRATES OF THE “ | DON'T CARE”-IBBEAN
a kids’ musical about storing up treasures in heaven

Please note that this date and program for VBS will be subject to the
approval of the Children’s Council.

COME...GROW with CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Sincerely,
Joe



