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Leadership Notes by Lance Campbell

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
-John 1:29

There is an old saying weather forecasters like to use when referring to the blustery days
of March: It goes in like a lion and out like a lamb. What causes March winds? Wind is
caused by changes in temperature in the atmosphere and on the ground. Warmer air
expands and rises in the atmosphere; then cooler air rushes in to replace the warmer
air. March winds are cyclical winds that come with spring and warmer temperatures.

Some of my favorite cartoon strips involved the ever-hopeful Charlie Brown attempting to
fly his kite on a windy March day. Inevitably, his attempts resulted in one of two out-
comes: Either the kite would wind up in a tree or Charlie Brown would, somehow, hope-
lessly entwine himself in the kite string. | can relate to that. Most of my kite-flying at-
tempts never got off the ground, either!

March is not only the season of wind and kite flying; it is also the season of Lent. Lent is
the season of preparation for Easter. During Lent the church focuses on the life of Jesus
Christ. Have you noticed that the two images used to illustrate the winds of March are the
same two images most often associated with Jesus Christ? That's right, the lion and the
lamb. Just as surely as Jesus came the first time as a sacrificial lamb (see John 1:29,
above), Christ will come back the second time as a conquering lion. Then one of the eld-
ers said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
triumphed” (Revelation 5:5a).

The lion and the lamb are opposites. One is known for meekness and innocence,
the other for majesty and power. Only in the person of Christ could we find one who
takes on the attributes of both. He is the one who will bring peace and righteousness to
the earth. As sure as March comes in like a lamb and goes out like a lion, Jesus Christ
will also fulfill both pictures. As surely as He came the first time, He will come again. Are
you expecting and awaiting it?

“Come, follow me.” Let's see where Jesus leads our church.

Blessings,
Lance
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Honors and Memorials

Budget:

**In Loving Memory of Henry Hughes. Given by Don &
Gloria Neikirk.

**In Loving Memory of Mildred Kemmer. Given by Don &
Gloria Neikirk.

**In Loving Memory of Lavonne Sword. Given by Don &
Gloria Neikirk.

**In Loving Memory of Lavonne Sword. Given by John &
Lynda Cannon.

**In Loving Memory of Grace Flanery. Given by Lou & Bev
Moore.

**In Loving Memory of Mildred Kemmer. Given by Lou &
Bev Moore.

Choir Fund:
**In Loving Memory of Lavonne Sword. Given by John & Jil
McClanahan.

Costa Rica Farm:

**In Love & Honor of Ed Spears for his work and dedication
to the Costa Rica Mission. Given by Rannie, Russ, and
Matthew.

**In Loving Memory of Ann Spears. Given by Ed & Cheryl
Spears.

Hospitality:

**In Honor of our Wednesday night (SAMSS) cooks and our
Hospitality Team. Given by Don & Gloria Neikirk

**In Loving Memory of Mildred Kemmer. Given by John &
Jil McClanahan.

Library:
**In Loving Memory of Lavonne Sword. Given by
Nancy Hemphill.

Missions:
**In Loving Memory of Grace Flanery. Given by:

e Steve & Darlene Meyers

e  Skippy Simmerman
John & Jil McClanahan
**In Loving Memory of Mildred Kemmer. Given by:

e Steve & Darlene Meyers
Skippy Simmerman
**In Loving Memory of Thelma Mclintyre. Given by:

e Steve & Darlene Meyers

Skippy Simmerman

**In Loving Memory of Clara Williamson. Given by
Skippy Simmerman.

Music Special:
**In Loving Memory of Lavonne Sword. Given by Dick
& Trish Wheeler.

Prayer Garden:
**In Loving Memory of Henry Hughes. Given by June
Childers.

Puppets:
**In Loving Memory of Mildred Kemmer. Given by Bert
& Lois Baker.

Thank You

Deaths

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the kind and thought-
ful expressions through flowers, prayers, food, cards
and memorial gifts in memory of my mom. My church
has been a great source in creating comfort and peace
for me and my family during the loss of my mom. | feel
blessed and grateful.

Sonnie Blanton and Family

Our most heartfelt sympathy is ex-
tended to:

e Joe & Carla Skaggs and family in
the death of her mother, Lavonne
Sword.

e Kim Baldock & family in the death of her husband,
Drew Baldock.

e Tootsie Baldock and family in the death of her son,
Drew Baldock.

e Bert & Lois Baker and family in the death of his
brother, Bob Baker.
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Outreach Committee

HELP WANTED!!

Hillcrest-Bruce Mission is currently seeking
volunteer help in the following area:

Clothing closet attendant; 2-3 hours per week,
set your own schedule. The clothing closet
attendant straightens up the clothing closet and
stocks the closet with recently donated clothing.

Items Needed:

e Used furniture, particularly beds and dress-

ers

e Pots and pans and dishes

e Pinto beans, corn bread, tuna, tuna helper,

spaghetti and sauce

e  Peanut butter and jelly, and boxed maca-

roni and cheese.

e Deodorant, shampoo, tooth paste,
e Dishwashing liquid, powder cleansers,

Pine-sol type cleaners

Drop off Box located in Family Life Center.

Under the Fig Tree

by Lou Moore

But the believers who were scattered preached the good news
about Jesus wherever they went. Philip, for example, went to the
city of Samaria and told the crowd there about the Messiah.
Crowds listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear
his message and see the miraculous signs he did. And many who
had been paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was great joy

in that city.

Acts 8:4-8

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria
had accepted God’s Message, they sent Peter and John there. As
soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any
of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers,
and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:14-17

Wouldn't you like to know a guy like Philip? From the moment he
met Jesus, he was excited about sharing Him with others. First,
Philip went straight to Nathanael to tell him that he had found the
Messiah. Reading in Acts, we find Philip spreading the “great joy”
again. It is interesting that Philip helped lead the Samarians to
believe in Jesus by words and deeds. Also, we notice Philip did
not do it all by himself because Peter and John came to help. How
do you spread the “Great Joy” that you found in Jesus?

South Ashland UMC Treasurer’s Report January 2007

Current Month Budget Items Specials Mortgage Totals
Beginning Balance $89,070.02 $56,047.80 $0.00 $145,117.82
Receipts 38,690.94 4,548.16 2,015.00 45,254.10
Disbursements (52,555.87) (22,427.05) (2,015.00) (76,997.92)
Transfer 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Closing Balance $ 75,205.09 $38,168.91 $ 000 $113,374.00
Year-to-Date

Balance 12/31/06 $ 89,070.02 $56,047.80 $ 0.0 $145,117.82
Receipts 38,690.94 4,548.16 2,015.00 45,254.10
Disbursements (52,555.87) (22,427.05) (2,015.00) (76,997.92
Transfer 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Closing Balance $ 75,205.09 $38,168.91 $ 000 $113,374.00
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2007 Costa Rica Mission Trip

| Thank you, thank you, thank you. These were my first thoughts as |
il prepared to write this article. God's blessings flowed over your mission

team as we worked in Costa Rica this year. Your prayers and support
L 3 were so visible in all that we did.

Your team did construction work, painting, sewing classes,
repair work, and VBS in two different locations. We were so blessed by
attending church in Quesada where our Puppet Team gave a Stick Ministry presentation. The Methodist church
there has seen tremendous growth. The first time we attended there were approximately 25 people. On Sunday
January 21, 2007 we were among a crowd of 200.

The rural center is developing into a premier retreat and outreach center for the people of Costa Rica.
Your construction funds will be used to start construction on a new cabin that will allow more people to learn of and
serve our Lord. Another thing that | am so pleased to report is that part of God’s money you sent with us is being
used to purchase materials for a new church building. This building will replace a bamboo hut with dirt floor and no
windows that is currently housing the church. Your team held VBS and sewing classes at this location.

The support of our church for the Costa Rica mission is awe-
some. God is truly at work among us here and there.

The team had a wonderful week of fellowship and work. Anita
Fitzpatrick will be sharing in the coming months about being the hands and .
feet of God's work in Costa Rica. You will also be hearing more about the
trip and work you allowed us to accomplish because of your support.

Marion and Mary Woods are so grateful for all you do to support
their ministry. They hope to come and visit us this year.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
IN HIS LOVE AND SERVICE
ED SPEARS

FEFEBXBF 2Ty

March 2007 SERVING OUR SENIORS
(S.0.8.)
Van Driver Rotation
March 4 Ken and Peg Williams S.0.S. is now available for our
March 11 Ed and Cheryl Spears seniors. If you need help with a
March 25 Jim and LuAnn Glockner small job or if you think we can be
of assistance please call 324-
Breakfast Rotation 2871 or 324-6961.

March 4 Don and Gloria Neikirk
March 11 Rudy & Charlotte Dunnigan
March 18 Jon and Brenda Roberts
March 25 Mark & Paulette Meenach

&8? &8? &8? &8? &8? && Ecclesiastes 4:9

Two are better than one, because they
have a good return for their work.

I
3
3
3
& March 18 Dan and Mary Jo Dove
3
3
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3
3
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Clhilldren’s

As | am writing we have not finished our Secret Pal program but we will finish up on the 28t at the
Wednesday SAMSS dinner. | have had lots of positive feedback and have had lots of fun watching
everyone participate. We had 50 children and 45 adults exchanging all kinds of cards, letters and
goodies. | hope everyone will seize this opportunity to get to know someone new or a little better
within the church. Thanks to everyone!!!

During March the children will be studying six Holy Week scenes during Sunday School and several
Lenten topics on Wednesday evening. Basically we will be sounding a lot like Pirates because we
will be saying a lot of R’s, such as Remember, Reflect and Repent. HA! | know I'm very corny.
Anyway we will be helping the children focus on the faithfulness of God, and help them remember
Jesus’ tremendous love and forgiveness. Shouldn’t we been observing Lent all the time? Just a
thought.

We also will be having an Easter Egg Hunt during Holy Week, we just haven’t decided which day,
SO PLEASE REMEMBER TO DROP OFF SOME PLASTIC EASTER EGGS AND CANDY TO FILL
THEM WITH. Extra Love and Prayers as we worship together through this holiest of seasons.
Maebelle
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Notes from the Library at SAUMC

Now that Valentine's Day is behind us and we are looking forward to
March and St. Patrick's Day, we can also begin to look forward to
Spring and, hopefully, the end of this frigid weather we've been hav-

ing.
Remember | told you to expect new books in the Library?? WelllllllII,

will find most of the new books we bought for the Library on our last
shopping trip. I'm sure you will enjoy our selections. We had such
fun adding those books to our Library collection. | hope you enjoy
reading them as much as we enjoyed choosing them.

ha st. pacrick's Da
Remember this is your Library.......... use it as often as you have PPy P R

need. Itis a wealth of resources. There is so much here that may be used for Sunday School classes, both adult
and for the youth, and Children's Church. Come and take a tour of YOUR Library and see what may be used for
your class.

We, already, have people who have discovered that we have books for your reading pleasure. Now we have more.
| invite you to come inside from the bitter cold into the warmth of your Library and wander through the aisles and
find something that grabs your attention and will not let you go until it leaps into your hand to go home with
you. Books do that, you know. They have a way of "persuading” you to taking them home with you and once you
open to the first page, you are held captive until the very last page. Then you know you have been kidnapped
by what seemed to be a very innocent book. Enjoy! You are not the first.

Wishing you many wonderful books to read...............
In the Christ Spirit

Georgia



