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Leadership Notes           by  Lance Campbell 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Beth-
lehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

Luke 2:4-7 

In the days of the Bible, generations of families were born in the same place. In what-
ever town or village you were born, chances are your relatives were born there as well. 
Such was the case with Jesus. Bethlehem was the home village of the tribe of Judah, 
the tribe from which Jesus descended. David, one of Jesus’ most famous relatives, had 
been born there (separated from Jesus by twenty-eight generations). Some years later, 
it was in Bethlehem that David would be appointed Israel’s king by Samuel, the prophet. 
Rachel died and was buried there. The story of Ruth and Naomi takes place in Bethle-
hem. 
 

With all this history it is no wonder that Bethlehem takes on almost mythical status in 
our minds. The first time I saw Bethlehem I didn’t know what to expect. My first impres-
sion was that the place was very old; its buildings made of weathered sandstone. There 
was one particular site I wanted to visit more than any other. The Church of the Nativity 
was built over the spot where Mary gave birth to Jesus. As you might imagine, this is 
the focal point for most pilgrims who visit Bethlehem. And I joined with many others as 
we all gazed in wonder at the spot where Jesus was born. 
 

The first Christmas went largely unnoticed aside from Joseph, Mary and a few shep-
herds. They were the first to gaze in wonder while the rest of the world went about its 
business, unmoved by the birth of its Savior. This Christmas we have a similar choice—
choose to be among those who still gaze in wonder at the birth of Jesus Christ. For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace( Isaiah 9:6). 
 

 “Come, follow me.”  Let’s see where Jesus leads our church. 
 
Christmas Blessings,  
Lance 



You have an opportunity to hear the Vaughn and Jenni-
fer Thomas story on Thursday, December 7, 6:00 p.m., 
at the United Methodist Women’s Christmas dinner in the 
Family Life Center.  Vaughn & Jennifer are from Rush, 
KY and are presently serving as missionaries in Indone-
sia.  Everyone is welcome. 

Budget: 
**In Loving Memory of his sister, Helen Davis Nor-
man.  Given by Ed Davis. 
 
Costa Rica Farm: 
**In Love & Honor of Aunt Dottie Ellington.  Given by 
Ed & Cheryl Spears. 
**In Loving Memory of Nita Nunley.  Given by Ed & 
Cheryl Spears. 
**In Loving Memory of Ann Spears.  Given by Ed & 
Cheryl Spears. 
 
Hospitality: 
**In Loving Memory of John Hill.  Given by Lou & 
Bev Moore. 
**In Loving Memory of Betty Dove.  Given by Lou & 
Bev Moore. 
**In Loving Memory of Vernon Talent.  Given by Lou 
& Bev Moore. 

Honors and Memorials 

South Winds 

Our most heartfelt sympathy is ex-
tended to: 
• Bert & Lois Baker in the death of 

her brother, and Lou & Bev Moore 
and family in the death of her un-
cle, Vernon Talent. 

• Bert & Lois Baker in the death of her sister, and 
Lou & Bev Moore and family in the death of her 
aunt, Henribelle Ward. 

• Bert & Lois Baker in the death of her brother-in-law, 
and Lou & Bev Moore and family in the death of her 
uncle, Kermit Pratt. 

• Kevin & Stephanie Neill and family in the death of 
her father, Joe Ed Fannin. 

• Kevin & Stephanie Neill and family in the death of 
her aunt, Barbara Dotson  

Deaths 

The Chancel Choir will per-
form “A Great and Mighty 
Wonder” by Tom Fettke on 

Sunday, December 10, at the 9:00 and 11:15 a.m. 
worship services.  This musical celebration of the 
Messiah’s birth will be accompanied by an orchestra 
directed by Eric Akers.  Please join us for this Christ-
mas worship experience! 
 

   Bev Moore 
   Director 

United Methodist Women 

Prayer Garden: 
**In Love & Honor of June Childers.  Given by 
Donna & Jeffrey Suttle. 
**In Loving Memory of John Picklesimer.  Given by 
Jeani Picklesimer & Herma Morman. 
**In Loving Memory and in our hearts forever for our 
parents and grandparents, George and Thelma 
Steele.  Given by Mike, Melissa, Matt, Chris and 
Jordan Steele. 
 
Social Concerns: 
**In Loving Memory of Vernon Talent.  Given by 
Jerry & Joy Daniel. 
**In Loving Memory of Henribelle Ward.  Given by 
Jerry & Joy Daniel. 
**In Loving Memory of Kermit Pratt.  Given by Jerry 
& Joy Daniel. 
**In Loving Memory of Joe Ed Fannin.  Given by 
Jerry & Joy Daniel. 

Music Notes 



South Winds 

South Ashland UMC Treasurer’s Report October 2006 

Current Month Budget Items Specials Mortgage Totals 

Beginning Balance  $ 80,843.93 $39,845.46 $ 0.00 $120,689.39 

Receipts 43,413.69 11,022.44 2,310.00 56,746.13 

Disbursements (38,241.63) (  5,607.46) ( 2,310.00) (46,159.09) 
Transfer 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Closing Balance $  86,015.99 $45,260.44 $       0.00 $131,276.43 

Year-to-Date         

Balance 12/31/05 $  57,309.06 $29,025.94 $        0.00 $ 86,335.00 

Receipts 393,728.24 59,535.06  27,325.00 480,588.30 

Disbursements ( 366,666.40 ) (41,338.36) ( 27,325.00) (435,329.76) 

Transfer 1,645.09  (  1,962.20) 0.00 (      317.11) 

Closing Balance  $   86,015.99 $45,260.44 $        0.00 $131,276.43 

Costa Rica Mission Update 

We are busy 
planning for the 
2007 Costa Rica 
Mission Trip.  
There will be 19 
people going this 
year, 16 from our 
church, 2 from 
Louisville, and 1 
from Spartans-
burg, S.C.  The 
team will leave 

on Saturday Jan. 20th and return on Sunday Jan. 28, 
2007. 
 

As so often happen, our work plans have changed.  
Marion keeps telling me every year that as a missionary, 
you must be flexible or you will break.  It appears that the 
team will start construction on a new building to replace 
the one where the 1st team I joined in 1994 stayed.  It 
was dilapidated then...ask John Cannon, Jim Newton, or 
Jim Shortridge. 
 

VBS will be presented in two locations and probably in-
volve 150 to 200 children.  Also a quilting/sewing shop-
ping bag project will be taught to about 25 women of the 
area.  Minor maintenance at the camp, repair work at 

El Mirador, routine cleaning and preparing for new camp-
ers, plus whatever Marion and Mary have in store for us 
will be part of our work detail.  We also are expecting to 
attend church services at 3 different locations. 
This team of 19 will be your hands doing God’s work in 
Costa Rica.  I would ask that you support this team with 
your prayers.  You may also help by making a donation 
for materials and supplies.  100% of each dollar you give 
will go toward purchasing these supplies since team 
members pay their own expenses. 
 

As I write this letter, my thoughts go to how many 
churches and mission projects God has used Marion 
Woods to start in Costa Rica.  I have no exact count but  
personally know about 44 of these.  Marion has devoted 
56 years doing God’s work in this country.  What a bless-
ing for our church to be able to assist such a great man 
of God. 
 

Maybe next year you will want to be a part of this work by 
going on the trip.  However, remember that as always, 
each one of you are part of this mission work through 
your gifts and 
prayers. 

 

 
In His Love and 
Service, 
 
Ed Spears 
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Van Driver Rotation 

 December 3 Jon Roberts and Beth Schuler 
 December 10 David and Rita Russell 
 December 17 Ed and Cheryl Spears 
 December 24 Dan and Mary Jo Dove 
 December 31 Bill Rice and Jenny Johnson 
 
 

Breakfast Rotation 
 December 3 Peg Williams and Susan Hunt 
 December 10 Ron and Bobbi Wymer 
 December 17 Beth Schuler and Bonnie Thom 
 December 24 Bill and Maebelle Shepherd 
 December 31 Mona Leibee and Charlene Cooper 
 

Someone once said to me that anticipating an event was more fun than the actual event.  I believe 
that is true for some events but not for Christmas! The actual event and the anticipation are equally 
exciting to me.  What a great time to be working with the children and watch them learn about Je-
sus and the journey to Bethlehem.  You are welcome to come and observe and even participate in 
the opening before Sunday school at any time.  I think you would be impressed with what you see.  
I wish all of you a very Merry, Peaceful, and Blessed Christmas.  Love, Maebelle 

 
December Events: 
 
December 13  Children’s Christmas Party  
  5-8pm 
 
December 17  Christmas Around the World    
  Children’s Christmas Program 


